DECEMBER,  1960 


More  Alberta  Centres  Convert  to  Dial  Telephones 
As   Change  to   Seven -Number    System  Approaches 


TELEPHONE  service  in  four  Alberta  centres 
will  be  converted  to  automatic  dial- 
ing in  November  and  December  to  bring  to  38 
the  number  of  centres  having  dial  service  in 
the  province. 

The  community  of  St.  Albert  will  be  converted 
to  dial  on  November  6;  Hanna  on  December  4, 


and  Lacombe  and  Drayton  Valley  will  do  so 
December  18.  With  the  conversions,  automatic 
dial  telephone  service  will  have  been  extended 
to  more  than  85  percent  of  telephone  users  in 
Alberta. 

Also  being  adopted  vin'th  all  future  dial  con- 
versions and  telephone  facility  expansion  pro- 
grams is  oll-nur^bcr  calling.  Evciitually  all 
telephone  numbers  in  the  province  will  have 
seven  numerals  rather  than  the  two-letter,  five 
digit  numbers  that  presently  exist  in  many  areas. 

Alberta  Government  Telephones  is  adopting 
the  change  along  with  telephone  utility  companies 
across  North  America. 

The  great  demand  for  service  has  been  the 
motivating  factor  behind  all  telephone  numbering 
changes.  When  telephone  service  first  began,  calls 
were  put  through  by  customer  name.  Later,  num- 
bers were  assigned,  and  then  central  office  names 
were  added. 

The  two-letter,  five  number  system  was 
adopted  as  standard  across  North  America  in 
1951.  At  that  time  it  was  felt  that  this  system 
would  meet  all  future  expansion  needs.  Expan- 
sion and  demand  for  service  was  greater  than 


anticipated  and  another  change  became  necessary 
to  take  advantage  of  additional  number  possibil- 
ities. 

The  return  to  all-number  calling  also  elimi- 
nates confusion  of  the  letter  "O"  with  the  number 
zero;  and  the  letter  "I",  with  the  number,  one. 

The  change-over  of  present  2  letter  5  digit 
areas  will  be  gradual  because  this  system  is  still 
operative  in  Alberta.  Initially,  stations  assigned 
seven  numbers  will  be  those  being  converted  to 
dial,  or  being  expanded.  AGT  officials  are  also 
taking  into  account  the  cost  to  business  and  indi- 
viduals who  would  be  required  to  change  num- 
bers on  office  stationery  and  advertising.  The 
change-over  in  Alberta  will  make  available  800 
stations  of  10,000  lines  each,  compared  with 
540-10,000  line  stations  or  exchanges  under  the 
present  system. 

Dial  service  will  be  extended  to  nine  addi- 
tional areas  in  1961.  Conversions  in  April  will 
affect  Wain  Wright,  Two  HUls,  Red  Deer  (all-num- 
ber dialing)  and  Penhold.  Stirhng  and  the  Ed- 
monton International  Airport  will  receive  service 
in  August;  Crossfield  in  September;  Olds  in 
October,  and  Pincher  Creek  in  November.  • 
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Study  Team  Seeks  Standardized  Hospital  Care 




Hospital  patients  in  Alberta  require  the  services  of  a  seven-member  nursing  team  to  provide  direct  bed-side  care.  The  duties  of  each  of  the  seven 
persons  are  among  many  items  being  considered  by  Alberta's  Nursing  Care  Survey  Committee,  organized  to  establish  minimum  standards  of  nursing 
care  in  Alberta  hospitals.  The  seven-member  nursing  team  as  illustrated  in  this  photograph,  includes,  left  to  right:  a  student  certified  nursing  aide, 
a  certified  nursing  aide,  a  student  nurse,  a  graduate  nurse,  an  orderly,  a  ivard  clerk,  and  a  ward  aide. 


DEFINITION  of  minimvun  standards  of  nursing  care  to  be  provided  in 
Alberta  hospitals  will  be  established  as  a  result  of  a  study  undertaken 
by  a  committee  comprising  representatives  of  the  Associated  Hospitals  of 
Alberta,  the  Alberta  Association  of  Registered  Nurses,  the  College  of 
Physicians  and  Surgeons  of  Alberta,  and  the  Provincial  Department  of 
Public  Health. 

The  first  phase  of  the  two-part  study  has  been  completed  and  the 
second  is  just  getting  under  way.  Part  one  was  a  quantitative  statistical  study 
to  determine  the  hours  and  minutes  each  member  of  a  hospital  nursing  team 
spends  with  a  patient. 

Two  teams  of  two  registered  nurses  each  are  presently  examining  the 
quality  of  nursing  care  in  Alberta.  Efficiency,  staff  organization,  and  com- 
munity attitude  to  hospital  and  staff  members  are  among  other  matters 
being  probed. 

The  teams  of  graduate  nurse  observers  actually  become  part  of  the 
nursing  staff  of  a  hospital  for  the  two  or  three  days  spent  there,  and  all 
three  working  shifts  are  covered  to  assure  thoroughness.  The  nurse  observers 
prepare  confidential  reports  on  what  they  do  and  see.  Findings  are  presented 
to  the  Nursing  Care  Committee  who  meet  every  three  to  four  weeks. 


Reports  of  the  second  phase  of  the  study,  when  it  is  completed  about 
June,  will  be  co-ordinated  with  the  original  statistical  survey  to  determine 
what  Alberta  hospitals  in  each  of  several  groups  determined  by  hospital 
size  are  currently  providing  the  best  nursing  care. 

Another  research  team  will  then  delve  into  a  detailed  study  of  these 
chosen  hospital's  operating  procedures  and  attempt  to  establish  a  pattern  for 
other  hospitals  to  follow. 

The  overall  study  is  the  most  comprehensive  ever  undertaken  on  such 
a  scale  in  Canada.  It  is  unique  in  that  it  is  being  made  from  the  patient's 
viewpoint,  and  that  particular  attention  is  being  paid  to  the  team  providing 
the  care— the  graduate  nurse,  student  nurse,  certified  nursing  aides  and 
student  nursing  aides,  ward  aides,  orderlies  and  ward  clerks. 

The  Nursing  Care  Svu^ey  Committee  hopes  to  be  able  to  recommend, 
at  the  conclusion  of  the  study,  the  composition  of  the  balanced  team 
that  can  provide  the  best  nursing  care  in  the  nursing  units  of  Alberta  hos- 
pitals. 

Final  results  will  not  be  known  until  late  1961.  In  the  meantime  some 
benefits  are  expected  as  recommendations  are  continually  made  for  the 
improvement  of  staffing  patterns  and  services  that  are  found  by  the  exam- 
ining teams  to  be  below  present  required  standards.  • 


llberta  Farmers  Analyse  Own  Operating  System 


Members  of  the  Central  Alberta  Farm  Man- 
agement Association  and  representatives  of  the 
Alberta  Department  of  Agriculture  recently  met 
at  Lacombe  for  a  tour  of  three  farms  in  that  area, 
chosen  to  illustrate  different  but  individually 
successful  methods  of  steer  feeding. 

The  two  year  old  Association,  the  only  one  of 
its  kind  in  Alberta,  was  formed  by  farmers  from 
the  central  portion  of  the  Province  to  analyze 
their  farm  businesses  and  to  recognize  and  util- 
ize sound  economic  principles  in  farm  decisions. 
The  average  association  farm,  with  an  investment 
of  $55,000  is  a  big  business  and  to  be  successful 
must  be  operated  in  a  sound  business  like  manner. 

The  Lacombe  tour  attended  by  approximately 
60  association  members,  inspected  steer  feeding 
operations  in  which  silage  and  grain,  very  heavy 
grain  and  straw,  and  hay  and  grain  were  used 
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for  feed.  Each  of  the  farms  is  successfully  oper- 
ated although  a  different  method  of  operation  is 
used. 

An  economic  analysis  of  each  farm  was  draft- 
ed by  each  farmer  in  which  the  basic  components 
of  his  business  were  compared  to  an  average  for 
the  central  Alberta  association.  Included  for  con- 
sideration were  farm  size,  crops,  livestock,  use 
of  labour,  use  of  machinery,  and  use  of  capital. 
The  completed  analysis  showed  farm  income, 
labour  income  and  earnings. 

The  comparisons  between  individual  farm 
analysis  and  district  averages  clearly  showed 
where  weaknesses  occurred  and  what  was  being 
done  about  them.  An  agricultural  economist  of 
the  Alberta  Department  of  Agriculture  and  dis- 
trict agriculturists  from  the  area  assisted  in  the 
tour.  • 
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New  Sewage  Disposal  System  Proven 
By  Alberta  Sanitary  Engineer  Survey 


A  two-year  study  to  determine  the  effectiveness  of  several  types  of 
lagoons  or  ponds  used  for  sewage  treatment  and  disposal  has  been  com- 
pleted by  the  Sanitary  Engineering  Division  of  the  Alberta  Department  of 
Public  Health. 

The  extensive  use  of  these  lagoon  type  of  sewage  disposal  systems  in 
the  province  prompted  the  study.  There  are  approximately  187  sewage 
systems  in  the  province  and  of  these,  114  use  lagoon  or  pond  disposal  facil- 
ities. In  1947  there  was  but  one  lagoon  system  in  Alberta. 

The  recommended  type  of  pond  disposal  system  utilizes  four  short 
detention  ponds"  with  a  detention  time  of  two  to  five  days  in  each,  and 
two  or  three  "long  detention  ponds"  with  a  sewage  detention  time  of  two 
to  four  months  in  each.  The  ponds  are  arranged  to  allow  series  flow  of  the 
sewage,  and  periods  of  storage  controlled  by  the  operation. 

Ponds  selected  for  detailed  study  were  located  within  100  miles  of 
Edmonton  to  enable  sampling  and  analysis  to  be  carried  out  in  the  same 
day.  The  ponds  were  sampled  once  a  month  during  the  study  period;  raw 
sewage  flow  rates  were  measured,  and  the  town  water  supply  chemically 
analyzed.  Lagoon  systems  in  other  areas  of  the  province  were  also  periodi- 
cally examined. 

Sanitary  engineers  found  that  treatment  effectiveness  increased  con- 
siderably when  three  or  more  separate  lagoon  units  were  operated  in 


series.  Treatment  of  the  sewage  can  be  expected  to  be  almost  100  percent 
effective  with  the  use  of  the  four  short  detention  lagoons  and  two  or  three 
long  detention  lagoons. 

The  use  of  sewage  pond  water  for  irrigation  or  other  constructive  pur- 
poses has  been  limited,  although  one  community  of  3,000  population  is 
disposing  of  the  accumulated  pure  water  by  irrigating  alfalfa  fields. 

Cost  of  the  lagoon  disposal  system  is  much  lower  than  a  sewage  treat- 
ment plant  system.  Actual  cost  comparisons  for  smaller  communities  are 
not  available  but  it  is  estimated  that  the  cost  of  constructing  a  treatment 
plant  for  a  communiy  of  3,000  population  would  be  approximately  $75,000 
to  $100,000  compared  with  a  cost  of  $55,000  for  a  lagoon  system. 

The  cost  of  construction  sewage  ponds  generally  ranges  from  $800  to 
$1200  per  acre,  excluding  land  value.  Five  acres  are  required  for  every 
unit  of  1,000  population. 

Three  Alberta  centres,  Stettler,  Innisfail  and  Camrose,  this  year 
adopted  the  new  type  lagoon  system.  The  City  of  Red  Deer  is  also  planning 
a  lagoon  system  after  a  cost  survey  showed  that  $430,000  could  be  saved. 
The  central  Alberta  city  estimated  that  the  new  type  disposal  system  would 
cost  an  estimated  $120,000,  compared  with  an  estimated  cost  of  $550,000 
for  a  standard  primary  sewage  treatment  plant.  • 


Farm  Land  Purchase  Help 
Now  Totals  Over  $4,000,000 


A  multi-million  dollar  investment  in  the  agri- 
culture future  of  Alberta  has  been  made  by  the 
Alberta  Department  of  Agriculture  through  the 
Alberta  Farm  Purchase  Act.  Since  the  inception 
of  the  Act  in  1957  more  than  $4,000,000  has  been 
loaned  to  persons  wishing  to  purchase  farm  land 
for  agricultural  purposes.  In  addition  the  Depart- 
ment is  committed  to  loans  exceeding  $2,000,000 
on  property  valued  at  $9,369,086. 

No  case  of  repossession  has  been  necessary 
of  the  835  loans  granted  to  date.  The  Department 
ensures  through  investigation  that  the  applicant 
will  be  able  to  meet  his  obligation  from  his  farm 
and  will  not  be  financially  over-extended.  Since 
the  beginning  of  the  fiscal  year  March  31,  1960, 
a  total  of  251  loans  have  been  approved  for  the 
purchase  of  farm  land. 

Although  the  majority  of  the  loans  approved 
are  for  young  farmers  who  wish  to  get  established, 
there  are  cases  where  a  father  is  able  to  sell  a 
piece  of  land  to  his  son  and  finance  the  purchase 
through  the  provisions  of  the  Act.  Some  other 
Provinces  in  Canada  have  a  similar  scheme  but 
it  is  not  in  use  throughout  the  country  as  yet. 

Prior  to  the  enactment  of  the  Farm  Purchase 
Credit  Act  a  new  farmer  starting  out  was  fre- 
quently unable  to  obaln  land  due  to  limited 
capital.  As  a  result,  the  Incidence  of  young 
farmers  leaving  the  land  was  high.  The  act  puts 
the  opportunity  of  owning  land  within  the  reach 
of  the  majority  of  new  farmers  and  at  the  same 
time  ensures  each  has  sufficient  equity  to  en- 
courage his  success.  The  retiring  farmer  also 
obtains  benefits  from  the  Act  in  that  he  is  able 
to  sell  his  land  for  a  substantial  down  payment 
and  not  have  as  much  concern  about  the  balance 
owing  him. 

To  be  eligible  for  a  farm  purchase  loan,  the 
applicant  must  be  a  British  subject  between  21 
and  55  years  of  age;  an  Alberta  resident  for 
three  years  with  at  least  three  years  farming 
experience;  of  good  character  and  able  to  make 


a  down  payment  of  20%  of  the  purchase  price. 
In  addition  the  applicant  must  have  available 
sufficient  equipment  to  operate  the  farm. 

Applications  are  made  to  the  Farm  Credit 
Board  in  the  municipality.  The  Board,  consisting 
of  members  from  the  area,  rules  on  the  applica- 
tion and  forwards  It  to  the  advisory  committee  of 
the  Department  of  Agriculture.  The  Advisory 
Committee  also  rules  on  the  application  before 
it  can  be  approved.  Both  bodies  review  the 
application  carefully  to  ensure  the  applicant  is 
not  financially  over-burdened  and  will  be  able 
to  meet  his  obligations. 

The  purchase  is  broken  down  into  three 
portions.  20%  paid  by  the  applicant  and  50% 
loaned  under  the  provisions  of  the  Act  up  to 
a  maximum  of  $10,000.  The  remainder  is  carried 
by  the  vendor  on  an  Agreement  for  Sale  which  Is 
assigned  to  the  Purchase  Board  and  guaranteed 
by  that  body  and  the  Provincial  Treasurer.  The 
Agreement  for  Sale  carries  interest  at  4%%  and 
serves  as  an  annuity  to  the  vendor. 

The  purchaser  pays  5%  interest  on  the  loan 
and  can  pay  the  amount  over  a  period  of  20  years 
provided  it  does  not  extend  beyond  his  66th 
birthday. 

Legislature  Opens 
February  15,  1961 

The  second  session  of  the  fourteenth  Alberta 
Legislature  will  open  Thursday,  February  16. 

The  impressive  opening  ceremonies  will  be 
highlighted  by  the  Speech  from  the  Throne,  de- 
livered by  the  Hon.  J.  Percy  Page,  Lieutenant 
Governor  of  the  Province.  The  Speech  outlines 
the  legislative  program  to  be  presented  by  the 
government.  This  session  of  the  65  member 
Legislature  expected  to  last  from  six  to  eight 
weeks.  • 


Hold  Formal  Opening 
Of  Calgary  Section 
Alberta  University 

A UNIVERSITY  campus  set  within  sight  of 
the  Rocky  Mountains  in  southern  Alberta 
opened  officially  October  28  at  a  ceremony  in 
which  the  city  of  Calgary  turned  over  title  to 
320  acres  of  land  situated  in  northwest  Calgary, 
to  the  Board  of  Governors  of  the  University  of 
Alberta. 

The  new  University  of  Alberta,  Calgary,  Is 
the  result  of  a  planning  program  begun  several 
years  ago.  First  sod  was  turned  on  November  1, 
1958.  Construction  of  the  two  buildings  was  com- 
pleted In  thirteen  months  from  the  date  tenders 
were  awarded  Sept.  30,  1959.  The  broad  campus 
is  centered  now  by  two  new  buildings.  The  Arts 
and  Education  Building  contains  115,000  square 
feet  on  two  floors  and  a  full  basement.  The 
Science  and  Engineering  building  contains  127,- 
000  square  feet.  Total  cost  of  construction  to 
date  exceeds  $4,000,000. 

The  Department  of  Public  Works  is  respon- 
sible for  all  building  at  the  University,  and  is 
planning  the  construction  of  a  new  gym  on  the 
campus  as  a  winter  work  project. 

Enrollment  at  the  University  of  Alberta,  Cal- 
gary, Is  presently  1075,  the  largest  single  class 
being  Education.  Degrees  in  Arts  and  Science, 
Engineering,  Commerce,  Household  Economics, 
Agriculture  and  Nursing  are  available  at  the 
college. 

An  academic  and  administrative  staff  of  100 
is  presently  required  to  operate  the  university.  • 
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Blue  Figures  on  Yellow  Background 
GoniMuatiou  For  1961  Plates 

Alberta  license  plates  for  1961  will  have  dark  blue  numerals  on  a 
yellow  background.  The  supply  of  534,000  sets  of  plates  have  been  received 
by  the  Motor  Vehicle  Branch  at  Edmonton  from  the  manufacturing  plant 
located  at  the  Fort  Saskatchewan  Gaol.  Shordy  after  the  end  of  the  year 
they  will  be  distributed  to  issuing  offices  throughout  the  province. 

Legibility  is  the  first  consideration  in  choosing  a  design  and  color  of 
motor  vehicle  Hcense  plates.  The  style  of  printing  must  give  maximum  read- 
ability and  at  the  same  time  be  compact  enough  to  fit  into  a  confined 
space.  Alberta  has  found  the  two-letter,  four-numeral  arrangement  to  be 
satisfactory. 

The  colors  used  should  be  contrasting  and,  if  possible,  original  for 
the  year.  United  States  and  Canada  authorities  try  to  avoid  duplicating  the 
same  color  combinations. 

License  plates  in  North  America  are  generally  the  same  shape  and 
size,  although  the  border  design  varies.  The  indented  edge  serves  to  make 
the  plate  rigid  and  longer  wearing. 

Plates  are  manufactured  well  in  advance  of  issue.  The  estimate  of  re- 
quirements is  based  on  present  registration  and  previous  rates  of  increase. 
Motor  vehicles  registered  in  Alberta  to  the  end  of  October  totalled  466,- 
823,  an  increase  of  29,114  over  the  same  period  last  year. 

The  Fort  Saskatchewan  plant  will  be  starting  on  the  manufacture  of 
the  1962  plate  within  the  next  few  weeks.  The  time  required  for  the  job 
will  be  approximately  eight  months.  • 


Shown  with  a  sample  copy  of  the  new  blue  on  yellow  license  plate  jar 
1961  is  Levila  Bruneski,  Motor  Vehicle  Branch  Employee. 


Prepare  Guide  To  Alberta  Services 


WITHIN  OUR  BORDERS 

"Within  Our  Borders'"  is  a  publica- 
tion designed  to  acquaint  the  people  of 
the  Province  with  the  administration  of 
the  Alberta  Government. 

There  is  no  restriction  on  the  re- 
publishing of  any  material  but  a  credit 
line  would  be  appreciated. 

Notice  of  change  of  address  should 
be  accompanied  by  the  mailing  address 
on  the  front  of  this  issue.  No  charge  is 
made  for  "Within  Our  Borders"  and 
new  readers  are  invited  to  forward  their 
name  and  address  to  "Within  Our 
Borders,"  Legislative  Building , 
Edmonton. 

Authorized  as  Second  Class  Mail,  Post  Office  Dept. 

Ottawa  


A  revised  edition  of  the  "Government  Ser- 
vices Guide"  has  been  made  available  for  distri- 
bution to  government  and  commercial  offices, 
schools  and  libraries.  This  64  page  publication  has 
been  prepared  as  a  concise  guide  to  the  offices 
and  services  of  the  Government  of  Alberta. 

Listed  are  the  departments  of  the  govern- 
ment, their  branches,  a  brief  outline  of  the  ser- 
vices offered,  and  the  names,  addresses  and 
phone  numbers  of  senior  government  officials  ad- 
ministering the  various  branches  and  depart- 
ments. 

The  9  inch  by  6  inch  Guide  has  been  pre- 
pared, in  limited  quantity,  in  both  saddle  stitch 
and  loose  leaf  versions.  Copies  are  available  from 
the  Publications  Branch,  Department  of  the  Pro- 
vincial Secretary,  Legislative  Building,  Edmon- 
ton. • 


Permitted  to  Remain 
Open  Until  2  am 

New  Year's  Eve  revellers  taking  in  public 
functions  in  theatres  or  entertainment  halls  will 
have  an  additional  two  horns  in  which  to  wel- 
come the  year  1961. 

An  order-in-council  passed  by  the  Executive 
Council  of  Alberta  recently  makes  it  possible  for 
theatres  and  entertainment  halls  to  remain  open 
until  2  a.m.  Sunday  January  1.  Such  establish- 
ments would  normally  have  been  required  to 
close  at  midnight,  because  January  1  falls  on  a 
Sunday. 

Similar  action  was  taken  by  Executive  Coun- 
cil in  1955  when  New  Year's  Eve  fell  on  a  Satur- 
day, and  New  Year's  Day  on  a  Sunday.  • 


COMING  EVENTS 

During  the  coming  year  Alberta  will  be  the  nene  of  many  events  of 
provincial,  national  and  international  interest.  Within  Our  Borders  is 
leased  to  list  these  in  its  Coming  Events  column.  Information  should 
forwarded  to  Within  Our  Borders,  Room  502,  Legislative  Building, 


DECEMBER 


14 


16 


26-31 
31 


Alberta  Emergency  Measures  Association  Conference, 

Northern  Zone    Edmonton 

Northern  Section  Alberta  Motor  Transport  Association  Convention  Edmonton 

Alberta  Emergency  Measures  Organization  Conference 

Southern  Zone    Lethbridge 

Alberta  Emergency  Measures  Organization  Conference, 

Central  Zone  „    Xalgary 

Alberta  Emergency  Measures  Organization  Conference 

Peace  River  Zone.    

]r.  Ski  Race  Training  Program  


Brewster  Memorial  Giant  Slalom  Open,  Junior,  Senior  


JANUARY 

1        New  Year's  Slalom  Open,  Junior,  Senior. —     

13-14    Canadian  Rockies  Tourist  Assoc.  Annual  Meeting  

15        Whitehorn  Downhill  Open,  Junior,  Senior.   „.  „ 


..Grande  Prairie 

 Banff 

  Banff 


..Lake  Louise 

 Calgary 

.Lake  Louise 


